
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday took part
in the first self-enumeration
exercise in India's census his-
tory, which began in the na-
tional capital and seven other
states and UTs giving an option
to citizens to submit their in-
formation through a special
web portal.

The Census 2027 kick-
started on Wednesday in eight
states and Union Territories,
including NDMC and Delhi
Cantt areas of the national
capital, with the opening of a
15-day self-enumeration win-
dow, a first in the history of
the massive exercise, where
citizens will have the option
to digitally submit information
on their own.

A specially developed portal

for self-enumeration has been
opened for the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karna-
taka, Sikkim, Odisha, Lakshad-
weep, Mizoram, and areas
under the NDMC and the Can-

tonment Board of the national
capital, where citizens can an-
swer the listed questions and
generate a unique ID.

The first citizen of the coun-
try self-enumerated on the SE

portal(se.census.gov.in) where
she filled all her details in
Rashtrapati Bhavan in the
presence of home sec-
retary Govind Mohan
and Registrar General
and Census Commis-
sioner of India Mri-
tyunjay Kumar Na-
rayan and Deputy Di-
rector General (Cen-
sus Planning) Biswajit
Das.

Prime Minister
Modi also filled his
self-enumeration de-
tails in the presence
of the officials. "Com-
pleted my self enu-
meration. Today
marks the beginning

of the first

phase of Census 2027, relating
to house listing and housing
operations.
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SMBT Trust gets recognition as good workplace
First medical
education institution
in Maharashtra to
receive global
recognition

The happy employees and staff of SMBT Sevabhavi Trust pose for a picture post the recognition.

A remarkable 97
per cent trust
score reflects
employees’

confidence in the institution.
SMBT’s mission goes beyond
healthcare, aiming to nurture
individuals who contribute to
building a progressive society.

Dr Harshal Tambe,
Managing Trustee, SMBT

Dr Harshal Tambe

NASHIK

SMBT Sevabhavi Trust
has been officially certi-
fied as a ‘Great Place to
Work’ by the globally re-
puted Great Place to
Work® Institute, marking
a significant achievement
in workplace excellence.
It has become the first in-
stitution in Maharashtra’s
medical education and
healthcare sector to re-
ceive this prestigious in-
ternational recognition.
The Great Place to Work®
certification is regarded
globally as a gold standard
for workplace culture.

The evaluation process
included the Trust Index
Survey and Culture Audit,
assessing factors such as
employee trust, respect,
fairness, pride, and team-
work. Doctors, professors,
nurses, and administrative
staff participated in the
survey, offering overwhel-

mingly positive feed-
back. The certificat-
ion issued based on
this, is valid from
March 2026 to March
2027.

Over the years,
SMBT has expanded
significantly, strength-
ening both infrastruc-
ture and workforce.
The institution em-
phasises inclusivity,
equal opportunities,
transparency, and con-
tinuous learning, cre-

ating a supportive and
growth-oriented work
environment.

Chief People Of-
ficer Dr Mahesh Gab-
hane stated that prio-
ritising employees en-
hances both institu-
tional performance
and workplace cul-
ture. He highlighted
consistency, growth,
and recognition as
core principles driv-
ing success. The Cen-
tral HR team, includ-

ing Sitaram Dighe, Mach-
hindra Walunj, Kiran
Patil, Sonali Patil, Bala-
saheb Kale, Manisha
Deshmukh, and Ashwini

Bhagat, contributed sig-
nificantly, with coordi-
nation led by Dipak
Handge.

Eight women
labourers
killed
n Continued from Pg 1

The injured have been
identified as Prayagga
Wagh, Kavita Choudhary
and Dinesh Gaikwad.
The victims were from
Keligavhan and Nidohna
Villages and used to go
for cleaning work on the
expressway. Local police
rushed to the spot and
shifted the injured to the
hospital. The bodies of
the deceased were sent
for post-mortem. A large
crowd, including rel-
atives of the victims,
gathered at the hospital.

MLA Arjun Khotkar
and Shiv Sena leader
Bhaskar Ambekar vis-
ited the hospital and en-
quired about the con-
dition of the injured.
Khotkar also spoke to
deputy chief minister
Eknath Shinde and
requestedassistance for
the victims.

Police have arrested
the truck driver and reg-
istered a case against
him under relevant sec-
tions of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Further investigation is
underway.

India’s first digital census begins, Prez Murmu, PM Modi take part
15-day self-enumeration
window kick-starts in 8
states, UTs

Prime Minister Narendra Modi completes his self-enumeration for
Census 2027 in New Delhi onWednesday. PTI

n About 55,000 households from eight states and Union Territories,
including some areas of the national capital Delhi, availed the self-
enumeration facility on the first day of Census 2027. The
Houselisting and Housing Census in these states and UTs will begin
on April 16 and end on May 15.

Farmer duped of ₹10 cr land

LOKMAT NEWS NETWORK

SHIRDI

In a shocking case of alleged fraud, a
Shirdi-based farmer has been cheated
out of property worth nearly Rs 10
crore after being exploited over a loan.
Shirdi police have registered a case
against five individuals, including Na-
shik-based self-styled godman Ashok
Kharat, under the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita and the Maharashtra Money
Lending (Regulation) Act.

The complainant, Raosaheb Gond-
kar, owns 10 acres of ancestral land in
Shirdi and Nighoj. In 2019, he had taken
a loan of Rs 15 lakh but fell into finan-
cial distress due to repayment issues.
In August 2023, through his friend
Kiran Sonawane, Gondkar approached
Ashok Kharat in Nashik for a Rs 3
crore loan. Kharat agreed at 2 per cent

interest but de-
manded land
as security.
G o n d k a r
trans fer red
four acres in
Nighoj via a
registered sale
deed. Later, So-
nawane alleg-
edly took
G o n d k a r ’ s
signatures on

blank cheques and used them to with-
draw large sums, including Rs 90 lakh,
Rs 25 lakh, and Rs 50 lakh. When Gond-
kar sought to reclaim his land, Kharat
allegedly avoided him.

Police have booked Ashok Kharat,
Kalpana Kharat, Kiran Sonawane, Ar-
vind Bawke, and Ashok Tambe. Sona-
wane and Bawke have been arrested.
Further investigation is underway
under the guidance of additional SP
Somnath Waghchaure, deputy SP Amol
Bharti, with PI Ranjit Galande and PSI
Nivant Jadhav leading the probe.

Shirdi police arrest two, book
five including ‘godman’ Ashok
Kharat

Ashok Kharat

US journalist Kittleson
kidnapped in Baghdad
Baghdad: An American
journalist has been kid-
napped in Baghdad by a
suspected Iran-backed
Iraqi armed group, the
US Department of State
confirmed, raising fresh
concerns over the safety
of foreign nationals in the
region. The State Depart-
ment said it is actively
working to secure the
journalist’s release at the
earliest.

“The US Department
of State is aware of the
reported kidnapping of
an American journalist
in Baghdad, Iraq. The
State Department pre-
viously fulfilled our duty
to warn this individual
of threats against them,
and we will continue to

coordinate with the FBI
to ensure their release as
quickly as possible,”
Dylan Johnson, Assistant
Secretary of State for
Global Public Affairs, said
in a post on X.

He further stated, “An
individual with ties to the
Iranian-aligned militia
group Kataib Hizballah
believed to be involved in
the kidnapping has been
taken into custody by
Iraqi authorities.”

Johnson also reiterated
that Iraq remains under
a Level 4 travel advisory,
cautioning that Ameri-
cans should not travel to
the country under any
circumstances and advis-
ing those present to leave
immediately.

“The State Department
strongly advise all Amer-
icans, including members
of the press, to adhere to
all travel advisories,” he
added. Earlier, the Iraqi
Ministry of Interior con-
firmed in a statement on
Tuesday that the journal-
ist had been abducted by
“unknown individuals”
in Baghdad, according to
Iraqi News Agency. IANS

Security forces have ar-
rested one suspect and
seized a vehicle allegedly
used in the kidnapping
following a pursuit oper-
ation, the ministry said,
adding that efforts are on-
going to apprehend other
individuals involved and
ensure the journalist’s
safe recovery.


